
  

What we have learnt so far… 
27 February – 10th March 2017 

Mud Hut Progress 

The children went on a stick hunt for our mud hut, and 
found a pile of sticks ready for burning. They climbed and 
pulled on the sticks finding the best ones – they found 
spiky, prickly and nobbly sticks, long and short sticks, 
bushy and bare ones. After freeing the sticks we had to 
carry, drag and move the sticks to our site, comparing 
sizes and weight along the way. Once at the site we 
counted them… we definitely need more.. 

St David’s Day 

Pancake Day 

Making Playdough 

At snack time the children were asked what ingredients were 
needed for pancakes. Between them they were able to recall 
what was needed. They took turns to mix the batter and 
individually poured some mixture into the frying pan, helping 
to turn their pancake and eating it when cooler. 
Learning involved: recall, talking in a group, turn-taking, 
learning to wait, measuring, pouring, fine motor skills in 
holding tools, safety awareness of the cooker and hot food, 
looking at changing consistencies.  

Two parents provided typical Welsh food for us to taste– 
Welsh cakes and Bara Brith. One parent had made some flags 
with her child and he was able to tell us a bit about the flags, 
which we expanded on. We attempted to read the ‘Very 
Hungry Caterpillar’ story in Welsh, which the children thought 
was funny (maybe our pronunciation!) and then retold it in 
English with the children’s help. A parent had given us a 
sample dragon craft, which enabled those who wished to, to 
make their own a dragon. 

The children identified ingredients needed to make playdough, and 
made it from scratch. They added extra items such as rice or pasta and 
used it as ‘rewards’ for the adults for good behaviour! We talked about 
ensuring the dogs and children don’t eat it. It has been used in role play 
in the play house and mud kitchen and various items such as lolly 
sticks, cotton reels, glitter, tissue etc have been stuck in it to make 
creations 
Learning involved: identifying ingredients, changing consistencies, 
measuring and weighing, muscle development ready for writing (with 
squeezing, rolling etc), developing language – discussion, description, 
textures, imagination, exploring colour, animal and child safety. 

Learning involved: talking about different cultures and traditions, food tasting, 
awareness of other languages, listening to peers, talking in a group, fine motor skills, 
imagination, retelling stories, counting 



 	

Bricks 

We demolished the large brick ring around the 
fire-pit and created a place to store the bricks… 
brick store. The children moved bricks using 
wheel- barrows, guessing the weight and adding 
and removing bricks into manageable loads.  We 
used our heavy and really heavy language. 
Children worked together communication with 
each other and working together. We also felt the 
bricks looking at the textures of bricks and other 
things around them. 

Hay-Bales	

Bread Making 

The children have been on the hay bales most mornings. 
Practicing/refining their climbing skills, helping and 
motivating each other. Some are very skilfully running across 
the tops of them, while less confident children have been 
getting better at climbing, crawling or sliding across them. We 
played some games where children counted to see how long it 
took Frannie to get from one end to the other, then tested it out 
between themselves. Some children even counted the hay 
bales and got to 26 all by themselves… clever children I say. 

The children went stick hunting in the woods, gathering 
different sized sticks. Some children also needed to hunt 
for wild garlic. Emma showed them the difference 
between garlic and other plants such as primroses and we 
held a discussion on respecting nature and the plants 
growing in the woods. Following that, some children 
helped make a fire using fire-lighting equipment. They 
then made bread using the wild garlic and then cooked 
their bread in the fire. 

Learning involved: discussing safety in the woods, with sticks and around the fire, mathematical 
concepts – heavy, light, long, short, descriptive terms – whippy, wavy, taking turns, sourcing 
supplies needed, awareness and care of nature, plant identification, ingredients needed, changing 
consistencies, listening, recalling and retelling experiences using tools safely and appropriately, 
using fine motor skills – building up muscle strength ready for writing. 


