
  

What we have learnt so far… 
27th March – 7th April 2017 

Mud Hut 
The children have started to willow weave all the walls of the 
hut and it is beginning to look like an enclosure. The older 
children are getting the hang of weaving and moving the sticks 
in and out while the younger children have enjoyed using 
mallets to whack the woven sticks down (although both age 
groups have done both tasks)! Periodically, groups of 
children go with an adult and help to cut down hazel or 
willow and drag it back to the mud hut. 
 

Learning – taking part in an ongoing process and 
realising that some things can be done over a period of 
time, observing changes, using fine motor skills when 
weaving, gross motor skills when cutting or dragging or 
whacking, problem solving, working out how to do 
something, taking turns, using tools safely, working 
together. 

Depths of Puddles 

Lambs 
We went to see the new born lambs. We learnt about respecting the sheep and their lambs... walking 
and talking quietly so as not to scare them. The lambs were really small but could walk. We saw 
how Phil had to chase the lambs to clean them. We saw two sets of twins making 4 the next time we 
went to see them there were 6. I wonder how many there will be next time we go.... 	

The children loved climbing over the rough terrain 

made by the pigs in their previous enclosure and discovered 
various puddles. They talked about safety and how they knew 
when it was safe to go in a puddle. We came across a deep 
puddle which some children tried to walk into and almost lost 
their boots in the mud at the side! One child used one of the 
fencing sticks and pushed it into the puddle to see how deep it 
was. When he took it out, we looked at the darker part which 
showed where it was wet and measured it against the child’s 
legs to see how deep the puddle was. We observed that if he 
had gone in, the puddle would have come up to his thighs! 
Learning – risk assessing, measuring, understanding how to 
find out the depth of a puddle, using names of body parts, 

gross physical skills, using previously learnt skills, sharing knowledge and feeling pride when 
they knew the answers 



 	

Cooking on the fire 
The children went with Emma and collected sticks 
which they brought back and arranged in order to 
light a fire. They took turns using the fire-lighters 
and lit a fire. They made a chocolate cake 
mixture, scooped out the centres of some 
oranges and placed the mixture in the orange, 
which was then covered in foil and placed in 
the fire to cook. All the children (and staff!) 

tasted the cake once cooked which had a smoky 
chocolate-orange flavour. 

 

Tree Climbing 
the children love sitting in the old oak tree, learning to balance and how to climb down by 
themselves - lowering themselves and hanging from their hands, 
thus strengthening their hand and shoulder muscles. Other children 
like making the branch swing by moving the lower parts, noting 

how it affects the whole branch. They 
have talked about and felt the moss 
and lichen growing on the branch, 
discussing textures. Other children 
have used the fallen leaves to have a 
leaf fight. 
 
Learning – gross physical skills, muscle 
development, learning about cause and effect, describing 
textures and movement, following instructions, being brave and 
conquering fears, effects of gravity, having fun, developing vocabulary, 
feeling pride. 

The children went off in search of bugs and worms, turning 
bricks over to see what lived underneath. They remembered 
how bugs like dark cool spaces and where to find them. A 
couple of children came over excited at finding what they 
thought was a lizard. They wanted to bring it back to nursery to 
show their friends. We found a bucket and lined it with 
undergrowth and leaves. We talked about having to put it back 
where it was found as that was it's home and how to be 
gentle... we took it back to nursery to show our friends... 
Emma told us it was a newt.  We learnt that newts are 
protected. We all looked excitedly at it then returned it to it's 
habitat.  
 

Learning – following an activity right from start 
to finish, learning about each process. Finding 
the right resources, fire safety awareness, 
watching changing of consistencies, weighing, 
measuring, learning about different ways of 
doing things, contributing to making something 
for everyone, rather than just for oneself, 
having fun and eating the result! 

Newt Sighting 


