
What we have learnt so far… 
24th April – 5th May 2017 

Mud Hut update 
Groups of children used the 
wheelbarrows to carry lumps of clay 
from one area to the tub near the mud 
house area. Once quite a lot had been 
collected, they then had to fill up 
watering cans with water and carry them 
to the tub and pour the water in. This was 
left for 3-4 days and then another group 
of children mixed the mud in the tub and 
started to apply it to the willow on the 
mud house. Several children didn’t like 
the texture; but two really enjoyed the 
experience! 
 

Learning: Taking on responsibilities, working as a team, sharing resources, making different 
consistencies, noting the properties of dry and wet mud. Talking about people making and living in 
such houses around the world. Learning how houses/buildings can be made. 

Owl Spotting 

Sheep Shearing 
One of our Dads came in to sheer some sheep. In groups, the children were able to observe how 
the fleece is taken off a sheep, feel it and discuss what could be made with it. 
 
Learning: Understanding natural processes, counting the sheep sheered, feeling and describing 
textures, using imagination and sharing 

Frannie and her group spotted a 
baby owl perched on a branch in 
the woods. In small groups, we 
visited it, encouraging the 
children to be silent and still so 
as not to frighten it. The last 
group saw the mother 
swoop in to a nearby tree 
and although we didn’t see her 

collect her chick, when we went back later to visit, the 
chick wasn’t there. 

 
Learning: Showing care and concern for living things, listening to and following instructions, 
discussion about where the owl had come from, how it would get back home, observational and 
descriptive skills 
	 



Quadro Play 
This is some new equipment, which can be put together 
in various ways to make just about anything the children 
decide. Most of the group wanted to make something 
they could get inside – some suggestions were a cave, a 
rocket, a house, a car and a spaceship. The children 
needed to select tubes and connectors and work out 
how to put them together. Initially, they needed 
support, but this support became less, as they 
understood how to connect the tubes. Most children 
joined in with building a rectangular shape which 

they could climb on, but another group made a mini 
assault course and slid underneath, jumped over and went	

round various bits. Another day, a couple of children turned their creation 
into a horse they could ride. The children helped to use 
‘screwdrivers’ to put in ‘screws’ to hold the climbing shape 
together. 

Making Fruit Salad 

A group of children wanted to make pudding for everyone after lunch, so they made some fruit 
salad. At first the children needed support in chopping the fruit with a knife safely but they soon got 
the hang of it and were able to do it all by themselves.  
 
Learning: talked about different fruits, where they grow, the different textures, smell and what each 
fruit looks like when cut in half. Using the knife they learnt how to use it safely and correctly, 
listening and following instructions, developing vocabulary, feeling pride. 

Learning: Using imagination to come up with an idea 
and see it to completion, making changes and adapting as 
necessary, learning from making mistakes, using 
mathematical concepts – numbers, language, measuring - 
using fine motor skills with putting tubes together and 
using the screwdrivers, using gross muscles to climb, 
jump, balance and move in different ways, working as a 
team, taking turns and helping each other. Lots of 
discussion and negotiation, having fun! 



	
As the weather has been a bit chilly, we have been sitting round the fire at snack-time and toasting 
bread or marshmallows. The children have played a very important part in getting the fire ready 

as they have been asked to collect sticks and break some, 
collect dry grass and help to saw larger sticks or branches. At 
all times we have talked about keeping safe, where we need 
to stand or walk and they children have understood that they 
must not use a saw without an adult present. Most children 
had help from an adult, but some of the older children were 
able to saw independently once we had 
started them off. 
 
Learning: 

Understanding how 
to keep safe, understanding how 

to use tools correctly, contributing towards a 
task, being given a responsibility, listening to and 
following instructions, taking turns and waiting for 
their turn, feeling pride in their achievements, using 
physical skills. 
 

Using a Saw 

What’s in the Witch’s Kitchen? 

A group of children were read the story of “What’s in the 
Witch’s Kitchen?” The children were able to join in with 
story by looking under the flaps in the book to see what was 
under it.  Depending on which flap they looked under they 
would find something nice or not so nice. 
  
Learning - This encourages the children to listen to 
others, to use their imagination, to take turns, and to take 
care of books.  
  


