
What we have learnt so far… 
8th May – 19th May 2017 

Mud Hut update 
Some children went with Emma to 
cut and carry more willow to weave, 
while others stayed with Karen and 
got their hands very muddy! Several 
children enjoyed throwing the mud 
onto the walls or pushing it between 
the woven willow. Two girls 
decided they were ‘decorating’ the house and added flowers 
and grass to the mud. Again, lots of chatter about people 
living in mud houses. 
 

Learning – Feeling textures, contributing towards a specific task, creating and using imagination, 
discussion, listening, exploring ideas and crafts from around the world 
 
Using Drills 

Seed Planting 

The children enjoyed planting seeds and were keen to get 
water from them. They also listened to the sounds different 
seeds made in their packet.  

 
Learning: 
Developing an 
understanding 
of growth, 
decay and 
changes over 
time. Comment and ask questions of the natural 
world. 

Some of the children used drills to make holes in wood and we 
made a caterpillar with some wooden disk’s that had been cut with 
the saw previously. The Caterpillar was then later used to tell the 
story of the hungry caterpillar 
 

Learning: Understand how to use tools safely and that they can 
be used for a purpose. Describe 
stories and characters. Have the 
ability to build stories around 
toys. Listen to stories with 
increasing attention and recall 
and suggest how a story might 
end. 
	 



3 Little Pigs 
The children were given props so they could act out the story of the 3 little pigs. They built houses 
made of straw, sticks and bricks, and then the big bad wolf tried to blow them down… I wonder 
which one stayed standing? 

Cooking Rock Cakes 

 
The children were given bowls and spoons. We talked about 
what we need to make the cakes, flour, eggs, butter, sugar 
and sultanas. The children added the ingredients to their 
bowls and rubbed the butter (it’s slippery) and flour together 
with their fingers, noting that the crumbs looked like snow 
and was soft. Once the eggs were added, it became sticky 
and soft.  
 
 
 

 
 
Learning: Different textures, listening 
and following instructions, developing 
vocabulary, feeling pride. 
 

Learning: Learning that we can build things out of different materials. That some materials are 
stronger then others. Counting. Listening to others, sharing and taking turns. 

Some of the children helped each other climb 
up the bank in the woods whilst other 
children made up a chant singing, “You can 
do it” and clapping. 
 
Learning - demonstrating friendly behavior, 
Make up simple songs 

Climbing 



	
The children loved exploring the honeycomb. They were very 

inquisitive and asked relevant 
questions such as what was it, 
how do bees make honey, where 
is the honey kept and where do 
the bees live? They were 
encouraged to touch and smell 
the honeycomb and as the honeycomb 
disintegrated, they were encouraged to scrunch it up and we 
talked about how it could 

be used to make candles. 
 

Learning – discussions, asking relevant 
questions, listening, sharing knowledge with others later 

on, feeling textures, knowledge about the world, exploring 
and finding out facts	
 

Beehive Honey Comb 

Counting with Flowers? 

The children were given a number card each and asked to 
identify the number they held. They were asked to find the 
relevant number of either grass heads or flowers to place on 
their picture. Several children just placed any number of 
flowers on their card, but 
when I went through it 
with them individually, 
they realised that they 
needed to have a specific 

number and all of them were brilliant at realising they either 
had the right number of flowers or they had to add more or 
take some away. 
Learning – Representing numbers, identifying numbers, 
relating a specific number of objects to a number, introducing 
simple addition and subtraction, listening and following 
instructions, doing a task with a specific intention and outcome, concentrating for a specific time 

Balancing 
We had a week of balancing. First 
in the pig field, balancing over the 
turned up dry soil, we imagined it 
was like walking on the moon. We 
balanced stones on top of each 
other; this used all of our 
concentration. Some of the 
children balanced between two 
stand-alone hay-bales, then jumped 

between them. All the children had a go balancing on the rope bridge, most of them managed to 
get across the rope with no help.  
 
Learning – Balancing, persevering at an activity. Concentrating and helping each other. Building 
confidence and doing things for pure enjoyment.  


