
What we have learnt so far… 
5th June – 16th June 2017 

Water Play 
The children were given a selection of tubes and 
with assistance we put together a water frame. The 
children tested it out, pouring water into the funnel 
and watching where it came out at the bottom. The 
older children tried changing some of the tubes 
around to see if it would work any better. The 
younger children also used various toys which 
they found in the sand pit or store and talked about 
floating and sinking. 

Learning – experimenting with gravity, guessing 
what would float or	sink and finding out, 
experimenting to see what works and doesn’t 
work, developing fine motor skills , working as a 
team, turn taking, sharing, lots of communication 
– sharing ideas, discussion, sorting, measuring 
sizes of the tubes to find the same, working out 
where tubes go 

Bridge Building 

Following the story of the Three Billy Goats Gruff, 
where we made troll faces in the sand pit and tried to 
make sand and grass bridges (which we found out 
couldn’t hold our weight!), we went into the woods 
and found various sticks. We placed these over a dry 
stream bed and experimented to see which ones we 
could balance on and which ones would hold our 
weight. We discovered that although some sticks were 
very big, they were rotten so broke when we tried to 
cross over them and we found out that it is very 
difficult to balance on narrow sticks! 
 
Learning – retelling stories, making props, using 
imagination, experimenting and finding out, physical 
carrying and moving of sticks and logs, talking about 
weight and measures, comparing lengths, working as 
a team, discussions  



	

Making Elderflower Cordial 

The children learnt to make 
Elderflower cordial, by first 
going out to collect and then 
washing elderflower heads. 
We then followed a recipe, 
which told us to mix the 
flower-heads with hot water, 
sugar and lemons. 

Giant Marble Run 

The children had enjoyed making the marble run in the 
mornings, so as an extension, we collected drainpipes and balls. 
The children worked hard using all the drainpipes to create a 

giant ball run. They had to work 
out from the highest point how 
to make the balls run down all of 
the tubes. They used the giant 
barrel as a starting point, then 
crates, bricks, pallets, buckets and logs. They took turns rolling 
the balls down the tubes. As the week progressed different 
children used different ideas to recreate their own ball run.  
 
 

Learning: Following 
directions, understanding what we use objects for, understanding that equipment and tools have to 
be used safely. Knowing that print carries meaning. 
 

Butterflies and Dragonflies 

We noticed lots of butterflies and dragonflies as we walked 
through the meadow. We decided to make butterflies with paper 
and paint. We painted stones for ladybirds and we used what we 
could find to make a giant dragonfly, it’s body was a giant fence 
post, and the wings were made from twigs we found in the field, 
the children used straw to fill in the wings then added wild 
flower heads to create symmetrical patterns on the wings! 
 
Fire Safety 
The children have been learning about fire safety – where it is safe to walk, how to sit by the fire 
to keep themselves safe. The children then made pictures with Emma about fires and being safe. 
 
 


