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Special Educational Needs and Gifted and Talented Policy 

Policy statement 
 
A child is considered to have special educational needs (SEN) if they have: significant 
learning difficulties in comparison to their peers which may mean they need extra 
special attention, and/or a disability that hinders or prevents the child from using 
educational facilities generally provided for the same age range.  

A child that is considered to be gifted and talented (G&T) may be developing 
cognitively, at a much faster rate than physically, emotionally and socially. They may 
demonstrate particular abilities in one or more curriculum subjects and/or creative arts 
(music, art, dance, drama). 

The nursery's policy in relation to children who experience difficulties in learning or 
in adapting to the physical, social or behavioural demands of the nursery environment 
is described below. 

Aims 
 
• Natural Nurture Nursery recognises the right of each individual child, including 

those with special needs, gifts or talents, to an appropriate quality under five's 
experience, which combines care and learning through play. 

• The nursery is sensitive to the needs and feelings of all children and their families.  
• The nursery will ensure that individual needs are met and that parents are involved 

in the planning process. 
• Equality of opportunity for all children is essential and it is important that children 

with special needs have the opportunity to learn alongside their peers. For this 
reason, the special educational needs of children will normally be met in the 
mainstream setting. 

Procedures 

• If your child has special needs of any kind, we will discuss: 
o How the child can be helped 
o How nursery staff can be helped 
o How we can support and help parents/carers 
o Where advice and practical help can be sought from outside agencies 
o What adaptations need to be made 
o Whether/how an educational plan needs to be devised, with outside agency 

help, tailored to the individual child. 
 

• The nursery has an Early Years Special Needs Advisor who is available for 
consultation and advice. Please contact the Nursery Manager directly for further 
details. 
 

• If a child is gifted or talented, we work alongside parents to create an individual 
learning plan, which offers an appropriate level of challenge.  



	 	 	
	

©Natural Nurture Nursery   Pear Tree Farm	
www.naturalnurture.org  West Chiltington Lane   
info@naturalnurture.org   Billingshurst   
  West Sussex    
  RH14 9DP 
   

• The nursery provides planned activities which can be easily adaptable to meet the 
needs of the children in our care: staff ensure that activities can either be simplified 
to make them more accessible, or extended to make them more challenging 
according to the child. 
 

• In the case of particular physical needs and/or disabilities, parents are invited to 
take a tour of the nursery, and to discuss with the Management Team how well the 
setting meets these needs and/or how it could be adapted to do so. 

 
This policy was adopted at a meeting of The Natural Nurture Nursery Management 
Committee held on the 30 January 2018. 
 


